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‘Grenmng starts academy for arts

‘conhnuedfmm page B1

of the Flordnce Academy comes .
intoteachan 1ntrqductory mas-

ter class on sightsize techmque

This.caliber of instructor is in-

dicative of the.approach - Gren-
- ning tales in her school, which

she sees asa COHClIllJi'ltiDn of the .

.x:nmmunxty gur mundmg her

gallery. .

“Its _;ustanatuml extension. A
lot of young artists come in and
say.‘wow, T want to know tow

- to do-that,and I have painters
coming in with this unbeliev-

* Grenning.

The artists shown in the gal—'

.1r1'y ‘explains ‘Grenning, arg

. ‘mostly under 40 and take a fresh -

approach to the visual arts, This
. fresh approach is a look to the
past, and many of the artists,
diviy owltly e elasses B e
acadenty, einlrace the cradicion-

‘al passing-down of techniques -

"and s]cllls from- master to stu-

dent. Grennmg explams that -

this is because “"the younger

" generation is interested in 'tradi-
-tions that.go back to the Greeks

that have kkind of been set aside

by the medern art movement.”

Grenning explained rhat she
tends towards an appreach she

“calls ‘Poetic Realism, or “put-

ting: down what's: essential to-
the subject; like a good poem.”
Having this parricular focusion
the content of the gallery, Gr on-

ists that stick with her. Having

. these artists around, and host
‘able wealth of knowledge my:-. e

ing artists in ‘the area, Gren-

.. ning: explained, “We're using
*the hulldulg 45 a place to get:

mggthc-r s the. natural ex

‘ence Academy of. Art, -which

‘wasfounded asa reaction to the
Jack of technical cmphasis in

“most arts: education. One artist .
trained in that school, 22-year

- warks on display in-the. Sculp-
‘ture Shewroom, which serves .
- as the subject for.studentsin the .

old sculptor Cody Swanson, has

sculpture drawing class.:

‘Working from another artist’s -

“sculpture, explains Shelford as

‘-‘nmg has attracted ‘many- art

he layers charcoal on his draw-
ing, “Helps me teach a deeper

“understanding of the work and

.gain insight into how the sculp- -

tor conceptualized the pmm I s

pansion of the community, to
bring the painters with thcsr: .

skills together.”.

- Grenning, who ‘herself ‘had
a technical arts education, ex=

- plains that much of the ' infu-

ence for' both the gallery and
academy comes from the Flor-

“seleeted student worlts inh spe
cial show, whicl Shelférd sees’
‘as'a positive influence 'on the.
class by encouraging students.

been'educational, for me.”

“[The artists} trained in this -
technique;.then they seulpted,
and we can, draw from theu' :

seulptures,” adds Grenning;

And as an- added lncencw'e"

Grenning has offered to show

to, thmk of makmg a work of.

,art that is beautiful and- not Just

a student exercise,
~ Grenning is also- offermg one

'ﬁ'cc scat to 2’ selected Studcnt

from Pierson High School. ‘
*My ache, and. the sche that

.created this business™says Gren-
- ning, *is that when I was-a stu-
-dent T wanted ta'learn the punc-

tuation of painting and-draw-
ing, it was not presented to me.”

_The Acadertiy has a very specific
- approachin order to fulfill this

need. "It’s a specific set of tools
that one can impart. You take

. these skillsand then you gu out
.and create.”

» Purther mformatmn on the

- Grenning: Gallery, the. Sag Har- -
‘bor Fine Arts Academy and the
. Grenuing Sculpture Shuwmam_‘ ‘

can he found at wwwgrennmg—
gallery.com’ For more informa-
tion on classes, call the gallery
at (631)-725-8469 ar contact via
e-mail at info@grenninggallery.
com.-. . F T

“My ache, .Naﬂd?thel

ache that created

this bmmes‘*: is

that when I was a s
.student I wcm.Led
to learn the

punctuation of
painting and.
drawing, it was
not pres'en'ted' o
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GREN:NING GALLERY
Meeting

BY PETER NEELY

e Grenning Callery Sculpture

e I Showroom on "~ Washington
A Streat is lit up on Friday night.
-The seemingly tmditional gallery
space - with lights tracked around the

" ceilings, gold and black-framed . oils
lining the walls, and bronze statyes
dotting the floor - doubles'as more
than a gallery, it also serves as a class-

© room and studio. E i
The space opened on the first of Sep-

 tember and is home to the Sag Har-
bor Fine Arts Acadetny, which hosts, -

- three students Friday night. The stu-

- dents dre positoned. behind easels;

with clipped up drawing -paper and
~ charcoal in hand, drawing from im-
pressive, bronze sculptures: They set

themselves behind their easels and .
begin to scratch charcoal on paper, -

‘working with, contouts and shape to

~ build their drawings; using eye-line -

sightitg with their pencils to make
sense of angles and ratios and balanee
the compositions. There are sounds of

los over the sterea.” :

charcoal on paper and vigling and col-

a Desire to Learn Art *

A new académy

emerges where.artists
are the teachers

ford, is teaching students a technique
in which ‘drawings are built up in
stages. The technical approach mir-
rars 19th century academic draw-

ing methods, allowing students to

solidify their technical background.

“It gives artists a toolkit to express:

themselves,” explains Shelford, who

described the approach as,’ "standing.

on the shoulders of giants"

. “Now, when you start layering de-
tajls on,. you can be confident that
it's going to ft." explains Shelford ro
student Heather Petcrson, while both
stand behind her partially fnished
drawing that is beginning to take
the form of scuiptor Cody Swansott's
MEVE'II . .

Peterson, who expressed her injtial |
 foncern in having had no fine arts

background, explains that afler end-

ing up in the class she has been malk

ing progress, “Sumething clicked at

“Sofarsogood” .
__Yet, this scuipture drawing work-
shop is only one of a number of classes

- 0 be at the Academy, which is a pew

venture for proprietor Laura' Gren-
ning, who has run her suiceessful gal-
lery on Main Street for the past ten
years and has attracted a community
of committed artists and clients, The
idea for the new space and Academy,
cxplains Grenning, “evolved from
people wanting to know how to paint
and draw, and the artists being here
and being available” J

The school offers two classes cur

rently and has a schedule of upcem- -

ing elasses and cvents. It addition (o
the seulpture drawing workshop tak-
ing place on Fridays, therp is a tigure
drawing class on Wednesday nights,
which is a’ drop in class where stus

- dents can sit and draw for three hours
with ne insteuetion, "And ir that picks

up. we will get a teacher,” said ‘Cran.

ning, who added, *It's fon and it's re-

laxed”,
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The iag Barbor Frpeesi.

Inan upcbmingwdrkshnp_pn fanp-

ary 5.and 6, Artist StepheniBarman

Instructor and artist; Thomas Shel-

" the end of last class,” Peterson Says,

continued on page BT
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